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 FPCUG Notes for August 2021 
 Editor: Frank Fota (fotafm@gmail.com) 

 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (All Meetings Begin at 7:00 PM) 

NOTE:  Unless otherwise noted, meetings will be held 
in-person at the Falmouth Firehouse, 250 Butler Road 
The Board of Directors met via the Zoom video teleconference app 
on July 6, 2021 and unanimously agreed that we should resume  
in-person meetings at the Firehouse.  However, Workshop leaders 
may choose to meet at the Firehouse, via Zoom, or both. 

 
-- Thurs, Aug 5: All About Your Computer Workshop (Robert Monroe) – Via Zoom.  
This workshop is tailored to the participants and their questions.  If Robert cannot answer 
them, he can find the answers or refer you to someone who can.  Specific topics, if any, 
will be announced via the FPCUG Meetup website and by email to our members. 
 
-- Tues, Aug 10: FPCUG Board of Directors Meeting (Zoom Virtual Meeting). 
 
-- Thurs, Aug 12: General Meeting (An In-Person and Zoom Virtual Meeting). 

This month the FPCUG will discuss Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence (AI).  If 
you cannot meet with us in person, a virtual link will be provided by email and posted 
on the FPCUG Meetup website.  The public is invited and refreshments will be served. 

1.  Technologist Jeremy Howard shares some surprising new developments in the fast-moving field of 
deep learning.  Computers are learning to speak and read in other languages (e.g., Chinese), 
recognize objects in photos, and assist doctors with medical diagnoses. 

2.  Aidan Gomez, a doctoral student at the University of Oxford focusing on machine learning, 
highlights some of the more substantial threats that artificial intelligence poses to individuals, in 
governance, and at war. 

3.  Doctor Emma Christine Jappe, discusses personalized cancer therapy.  Personalized therapy is 
possible when artificial intelligence (AI) is applied to accumulated biological “big data.”  Based on the 
genetic code – the DNA – of individual patients, doctors use AI to uncover cancer targets that are 
unique to the tumors of individual patients.  These AI-selected cancer targets may trigger an effective 
immune response to fight off cancer.  Dr. Jappe is a research scientist working in the intersection 
between AI and immunology.  She holds a Ph.D. from the Technical University of Denmark. 

JULY GENERAL MEETING RECAP 
Judy Taylour, President, Editor, and Webmaster of 
the Santa Clarita Valley Computer Club; Member, 
APCUG Speakers Bureau, presented, “Ergonomics: 
You, Your Computer, Tablet, and Smartphone.”  
Judy discussed a myriad of health issues that can 

result from poor posture, poorly designed workstations, and 
immobility.  She advised us to periodically get up and move 
around; look away from our monitors and conduct simple 
exercises at our desks to relieve stress.  

https://fpcug.org/
mailto:/fotafm@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/250+Butler+Rd,+Fredericksburg,+VA+22405/@38.3164128,-77.4537163,18z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x89b6e9e3ddc6f073:0x9217c700f44fe668!2s250+Butler+Rd,+Fredericksburg,+VA+22405!3b1!8m2!3d38.3160158!4d-77.4533947!3m4!1s0x89b6e9e3ddc6f073:0x9217c700f44fe668!8m2!3d38.3160158!4d-77.4533947
https://www.meetup.com/fredericksburg-pc-users-group-fpcug/
https://www.meetup.com/fredericksburg-pc-users-group-fpcug/
https://bmarthur.files.wordpress.com/2009/03/good-posture-how-to-sit-at-a-desk.png?w=300&h=251
https://www.google.com/maps/place/250+Butler+Rd,+Fredericksburg,+VA+22405/@38.3164128,-77.4537163,18z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x89b6e9e3ddc6f073:0x9217c700f44fe668!2s250+Butler+Rd,+Fredericksburg,+VA+22405!3b1!8m2!3d38.3160158!4d-77.4533947!3m4!1s0x89b6e9e3ddc6f073:0x9217c700f44fe668!8m2!3d38.3160158!4d-77.4533947
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ANNUAL APPRECIATION DINNER 
 
FPCUG Members and guests had a great time dining together at the Red Lobster restaurant in 
Fredericksburg, VA.  It provided all a post-pandemic opportunity to meet in person and reminisce. 

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.redlobster.com/locations/list/va/fredericksburg/
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SPAM ATTACKS – WHAT CAN BE DONE? 
Some days I am forced to sort through dozens of spam and phishing email messages.  I 
find that I’ve received practically nothing important or from anyone I know.  This is quite 
frustrating.  On a few occasions, friends and acquaintances of mine have inquired why I 
sent them ads for unwanted and questionable products.  The fact is, I didn’t send them 
anything.  My email contacts were harvested and the same spam messages that annoyed 
me began to annoy my friends and contacts; the difference is that these messages 
appeared to have been sent by me.  Some of my contacts recognized that these 
unsolicited mail messages were malware or spam and informed me that I was likely 
hacked.  I have often wondered, however, how spammers or hackers got my email 
address and harvested my contacts.  Spammers look for email addresses using web 
crawlers (i.e., “Spiders”).  These spiders search the Internet like Internet search engines 
index web pages.  They look for the “@” symbol in email addresses.  This is why email 
addresses are sometimes written without an “@” symbol [e.g., fotafm(at)Gmail.com or 
fotafm at Gmail com].  Bob Rankin at AskBobRankin.com suggests that you “Do a Google 
search to see where your email address is available, and work towards becoming 
invisible. (Tip: enter your email address in the Google search box enclosed in double 
quotes.).”  This search will reveal the extent to which your email address is visible on the 
Internet.  Another way spammers get your email address is by sending out massive 
amounts of emails to common names or words at common mail domains (e.g., gmail.com, 
yahoo.com, hotmail.com, outlook.com, aol.com, etc.) in hope that a few replies will be 
received.  When they receive a reply, even if it is in the form of “unsubscribe me from this 
list,” they know they have reached a real person.  You then become a target for more 
spam.  Bob says that the first rule when dealing with spam is "don't reply to it."  He also 
recommends avoiding common names or names followed by a series of numbers (e.g., 
smith123@aol.com or susie90210@gmail.com).  Make sure your anti-virus program 
provides adequate protection for the email client you use.  If your computer anti-virus 
program does not protect your email, your data and your contacts are at risk as well.  The 
data breaches that we constantly hear about are another source of valid emails for 
spammers.  Email addresses are bought, sold, and traded to spammers and hackers.  
Once your email address is exposed, you are likely to receive hundreds of offers for 
products and attempted hacks.  Two-factor authentication can limit your risk of being 
hacked.  I use my phone for two-factor authentication of my email account, bank account, 
PayPal account, Amazon account, etc.  A hacker would have to possess my phone and 
receive a code to gain access to any of these accounts. 
 

Thin Film Night-Vision Technology 
Researchers from The Australian National University 
(ANU) have developed thin-film night-vision technology 
that allows people to see clearly in the dark.  The film 
has defense applications but could simply be used to 
make driving or walking safer at night.  According to 
ANU, “The technology is extremely lightweight, cheap, 
and easy to mass-produce, making them accessible to 

everyday users.”  The film transforms infrared light into visible light at room temperatures. 

https://askbobrankin.com/this_is_how_spammers_get_your_email_address.html?awt_a=6HSL&awt_l=6._fE&awt_m=Ijd5PT0_L8P6SL
https://scitechdaily.com/breakthrough-ultra-thin-tech-to-revolutionize-night-vision-we-have-made-the-invisible-visible/
https://scitechdaily.com/images/Rocio-Camacho-Morales-777x400.jpg
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WINDOWS 11 APPEARS TO BE STABLE 
Benj Edwards at How-To Geek has been running the Windows 11 
preview since it was released on June 28th, 2021.  He reports 
“…no crashes, no blue screens, no issues with rebooting, and no 

issues with receiving or applying updates to the Windows 11 preview as they come in from 
Windows Update.”  Given the myriad hardware combinations that are likely to test 
compatible with Windows 11, your experience with the Operating System (OS) may not be 
as rock steady.  The bugs that Benj has experienced so far were associated with the 
Graphics User Interface.  For example, if all the buttons were removed from the Quick 
Settings menu, the volume slider would become impossibly small and unusable.  The 
header in File explorer was equally unusable using the white-on-gray color scheme.  Benj 
says that these annoyances were fixed in a recent update.  How-To Geek recommends 
against upgrading to the Windows 11 preview release now.  The OS is still being beta 
tested and serious bugs that are identified will be fixed before the official release this fall. 
 
QUANTUM COMPUTING ON A CHIP? 

You may have seen pictures of 
quantum computers.  The picture at 
left shows one of the earliest Quantum 
computers (Popular Science - 2018).  
Space and cryogenic temperature 
requirements limited the development 
of quantum computers to only a few 
governments, universities, and large 
corporations.  Quantum computing 
has been reduced to chip-size.  

Qubits are the quantum computer 
equivalent of transistors.  However, 
the qubit can be a zero, a one, or 
both simultaneously.  Writing for 
Tom’s Hardware, Francisco Pires 
says that “The last time we achieved 
this level of miniaturization on a 
computing technology, we started 
the computing revolution. Now, expectations for a quantum revolution are on the table as 
well, and the world will have to adapt to the new reality.”  Developers hope to scale this 
design by increasing the surface area of the chip and increasing the qubit count into the 
millions.  Quantum supremacy is currently claimed by the Chinese with a 76-qubit system. 
 
 

The photo below shows Seeqc's 
quantum System on Chip (SoC) with an 
integrated quantum OS and qubit 

 

https://www.howtogeek.com/741279/how-buggy-is-the-windows-11-preview-release/
https://www.popsci.com/quantum-computer-photos/
https://www.tomshardware.com/news/quantum-computing-cambridge-riverland
https://www.windowscentral.com/sites/wpcentral.com/files/styles/large/public/field/image/2021/05/windows-11-mock-logo-wc.png
https://www.popsci.com/uploads/2019/03/18/UN7DBXWOWNTAYT7YKULN64WXEY.jpg
https://cdn.mos.cms.futurecdn.net/v7HscK3KiKNWTqeKSPMdYh-970-80.png.webp
https://seeqc.com/
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VALVE’S STEAM DECK 
If you are a serious video gamer, you likely use Steam.  If not, you have likely heard about 
Steam.  Steam is a video game digital distribution service by Valve.  After months of 
rumors, Valve announced the manufacture, sales date, and costs for the Steam Deck. 
According to Cory 
Gunther at 
ReviewGeek.com, the 
Steam Deck has a  
7-inch screen 
comparable to the 
recently announced 
Nintendo OLED Switch 
and many control options for game play to include: “…two thumbsticks, two tiny trackpads 
under each stick, a D-pad, and four ABXY buttons. Valve’s handheld gaming console also 
has a gyroscope for motion controls, two shoulder triggers on each side, and four back 
buttons.”  Your entire Steam game library is accessible to you when you log on with your 
Steam account. 

A dock is also 
available that 
connects the 
Steam Deck to a 
larger monitor or 
television.  The 
Steam Deck 
boasts a 1280 x 

800 optically bonded LCD, 16GB RAM, a micro-SD slot, a headphone jack, a USB Type-C 
port.  The most expensive model has anti-glare etched glass and a 512GB NVMe Solid-
State Drive for storage.  The Steam Deck is essentially a computer so, a keyboard, 
mouse, monitor, and third-party software and games can be installed.  Web browsing is 
also possible.  If you are not a serious gamer, your children or your grandchildren likely 
are.  Reservations are currently being accepted for $5.00.  Unfortunately, it does not 
appear that the Steam Deck will be available for Christmas ���. 
 
SOLID-STATE OR HARD DISK DRIVES: WHICH IS BETTER? 
Are Solid-State Drives (SSDs) just as reliable as Hard Disk Drives (HDDs)?  That question 
was posed to Rick Rouse at Rick’s Tech Tips.  Rick lists four advantages of SSDs and 
states that “Modern SSDs are now extremely reliable, for the following reasons: 
1 – Virtually all of the bugs that afflicted the earliest SSDs have been squashed. 
2 – Unlike spinning hard drives, solid state drives have no moving parts to wear out. 
3 – SSDs tend to operate at cooler temperatures than spinning hard drives which naturally 
helps prevent premature component failure. 
4 – Unlike with a traditional hard drive, there are no read/write heads to crash into a 
spinning platter and destroy the drive.” 

https://store.steampowered.com/steamdeck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valve_Corporation
https://redirect.viglink.com/?key=204a528a336ede4177fff0d84a044482&u=https%3A%2F%2Fstore.steampowered.com%2Fsteamdeck
https://www.reviewgeek.com/92140/valves-steam-deck-is-coming-in-december-to-take-on-the-nintendo-switch/
https://www.nintendo.com/switch/oled-model/?gclid=CjwKCAjwxo6IBhBKEiwAXSYBsy5b2K2tRQBy4GRwAe3cyhLJjjILGbX4aEOohnwBig4TwQspjFyaChoCYooQAvD_BwE
https://www.ricksdailytips.com/reliability-of-ssds-vs-hard-drives/
https://store.steampowered.com/steamdeck
https://www.reviewgeek.com/p/uploads/2021/07/42285fc5.jpg
https://www.reviewgeek.com/p/uploads/2021/07/319d57aa.jpg
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Rick cites one disadvantage: “The memory cells in a solid state drive can only be written 
to a finite number of times. Therefore, over time cells that are repeatedly erased and 
written to with new information will stop working as they should.”  Given their relatively low 
cost and reliability, there is no reason to delay the replacement of HDDs with SSDs. 

 

APPLE’S NEXT-GEN (2-NANOMETER) FACTORY    
According to the Apple Insider, “Taiwan's environmental regulator has given 
Apple supplier TSMC permission to build its most advanced processor facility 
yet, producing 2-nanometer chips from 2023.”  The Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Company (TSMC) builds Apple’s A-series and M-series chips.  
Construction of the facility in Hsinchu, Taiwan is planned for early 2022.  Installation of 
production equipment would begin in 2023.  The iPhone 13 will reportedly use 5nm A-
series chips.  According to Digitimes, TSMC’s “…3nm fab project remains on schedule, 
with the technology to be ready for risk production in 2021 followed by volume production 
in the second half of 2022.”  Risk production is limited in number to allow flaws, if any, to 
be identified and corrected.  The iPhone 14 is expected to use 3nm chips.  Future iPhones 
are unlikely to sport 2nm chips.  If there are no serious delays in construction or chip 
architecture, 2nm chips may enter volume production in 2026 or 2027. 
 

FINALLY, A LAPTOP YOU CAN REPAIR YOURSELF! 
In a recent iFixit teardown video, the Framework Laptop 
received a perfect 10 out of 10 score.  Associate Editor 
for Review Geek, Suzanne Humphries says, “This makes 
it a solid choice for anyone wanting a laptop they can 
repair themselves.”  Framework designed its laptops with 
upgrades and ease of repair in mind.  They are an 
environmentally conscience company that embraces the 

Right to Repair movement.  According to Framework, “We create over fifty million tons of 
e-waste each year.  That’s 6 kg or 13 lb per person on earth per year, made up of our 
former devices. We need to improve recyclability, but the biggest impact we can make is 
generating less waste to begin with by making our products last longer.”  Framework 
designed their laptops so that practically every component can be removed and replaced 
without removing other components.  The only tool you’ll need for disassembly and 
assembly is included in the box (i.e., a screwdriver with a pry tool at the opposite end).  
IFixit has two gripes with the do-it-yourself laptop: 
1.  It does not have a dedicated graphics card, and 
2.  The USB-C ports cannot be removed and replaced.  They are soldered to the 
motherboard. 

NOTE:  Solid-State Drives have been around since the 1970s.  The earliest SSDs were used in industrial controls, in 
computer research labs and for military applications.  Mr. Zsolt Kerekes, Editor at StorageSearch.com published a 
comprehensive history of the SSD market.  According to Mr. Kerekes, advertisements for SSDs began to appear in 
computer magazines in the year 2000.  The price of SSDs has been falling since their introduction.  The cost of SSDs 
now compares favorably with traditional HDDs. 

For example, a 500GB SSD can be purchased for approximately $50 and a 500GB HDD for approximately $33. 

https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2324647563241/tsmc-gets-government-approval-for-2-nanometer-chip-plant
https://www.digitimes.com/news/a20200609VL200.html?mod=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AV2umY3R0vw
https://www.reviewgeek.com/93174/ifixit-calls-frameworks-new-laptop-almost-perfect/
https://www.howtogeek.com/339925/what-are-%E2%80%9Cright-to-repair%E2%80%9D-laws-and-what-do-they-mean-for-you/
https://frame.work/about
https://www.storagesearch.com/chartingtheriseofssds.html
https://img.particlenews.com/img/id/1VkA77_0bBMwS8V00?type=webp_134x134
https://www.reviewgeek.com/p/uploads/2021/05/8b55fd4e.png?width=1200


7 

Photo / Graphic Design of the Month 
 
 
 

– Twilight Tour of Bristoe Station – 
 

Sponsored by the American Battlefield Trust 

 
 

Photo by Frank Fota – 7/9/21, 7:43 PM, Pixel 3 XL 1/8000 sec. f/1.8 4.44mm – ISO 96 
 
 

 
 
  

The Battle of Bristoe Station, which was the climax of the October 1863 campaign that 
bears the same name, is an often-forgotten piece of the Civil War in Virginia.  However, 
it turned out to be Robert E. Lee's last offensive campaign.  Bristoe Station Battlefield 
Heritage Park tells the story of this battle, which was a lopsided defeat for Lee's army. 
 

https://www.battlefields.org/
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–   Ring World – 

( Actually, Baltimore’s Inner Harbor ) 

 
 

Graphic Design (fractal) by Cliff Dalseide 

 
 
Please feel free to submit photos or graphics designs for inclusion in our newsletter!  
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EVENTS IN COMPUTER HISTORY  
(paraphrase and additions to the Iceni Technology Blog by Iceni Technology Contributor Rebecca 
Coe and historical data from the websites http://www.computerhope.com/history/, 
http://www.historyorb.com/, and http://thisdayintechhistory.com ) 
 
-- Aug 1 -- 

Microsoft Office is introduced (1989) as a bundled set of applications 
including Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. 

 
-- Aug 1 -- 
The US Navy recalled Captain Grace Murray Hopper to active duty (1967) 
to lead in the development of the programming language COBOL.  With a 
team drawn from several computer manufacturers and the Pentagon, 
Hopper -- who had worked on the Mark I and II computers at Harvard in 
the 1940s -- created the specifications for COBOL (COmmon Business 
Oriented Language) with business users in mind.  These early COBOL 
efforts aimed at creating easily readable computer programs with as much 
machine independence as possible.  Designers hoped that COBOL would 
run on any computer for which a compiler existed with only minimal modifications. 
 

-- Aug 1 -- 
MTV launched on cable TV (1981).  As most people know, after 
the introduction sequence, the first video played was “Video Killed 
the Radio Star” by The Buggles.  However, a bit of trivia is that the 
second song played was “You Better Run” by Pat Benatar.  MTV 
had an immediate impact on the music industry and was an iconic 
symbol of the technology-driven 1980s. 

 
-- Aug 3 --  

 
The Mozilla Corporation was founded in Mountain View, CA (2005). 
 

 
-- Aug 3 --  
Apple introduced the Newton MessagePad (1993), one of 
the world’s first Personal Digital Assistants (PDA).  The term 
PDA was first used by Apple CEO John Scully in 1992.  
While a commercial failure, the Newton platform set the bar 
for future PDA designs.  But perhaps the most important 
advancement the Newton offered to the technology industry 
was the development of the ARM processor architecture. 
Apple invested heavily in the fledgling architecture to power the Newton devices.   
The ARM architecture has been the foundation of most of the world’s mobile devices since 
that time, including all versions of the Apple iPhone and iPad.  Incidentally, in 1998 Apple 
sold their ownership interest in ARM, generating $800 million. This gave Apple some 
much needed cash to carry them through their darkest days. 

http://www.iceni.com/blog/events-in-computing-history-%e2%80%93-september/
http://www.computerhope.com/history/
http://www.historyorb.com/
http://thisdayintechhistory.com/
http://www.iceni.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Office.pn
http://mozillafirefoxsupport.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/mozilla-firefox.jp
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Mtvmoon.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/76/Apple_Newton_and_iPhone.jpg
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-- Aug 3 -- 
 
Radio Shack introduced the TRS-80 computer (1977).  Twenty-five 
existed and within weeks thousands were ordered. 
 
-- Aug 4 -- 

Only a few seconds before ignition, a computer halted an engine test in 
preparation for the launch of the space shuttle Discovery (1988).  The shuttle 
engine's computerized controllers determined that a valve was not closing 
fast enough and sent a major component failure command from the 
computer to all three engines, telling them not to fire.  The test and computer 
system were part of NASA's efforts to ensure the safety of Discovery, whose 
flight would be the first since the Challenger explosion in 1986. 

 
-- Aug 6 -- 
To save Apple Computer and possibly deflect criticism in the Microsoft anti-trust trial, 
Microsoft bought $150 million shares of Apple Computer (1977).  Apple, which had been 
struggling to find direction and profits, agreed to the boost in funding with terms that 
dictated cooperation in the design of computers as well as shared patents.  Microsoft 
agreed to continue supporting MS Office for the Mac for another five years as well. 
 
-- Aug 7 -- 

 
IBM president Thomas J. Watson Sr. formally presented the 
Automatic Sequence Controlled Calculator (ASCC) to Harvard 
University (1944).  One of the earliest digital computers, known at 
Harvard as the Mark I, this giant relay-based machine was the result 
of Professor Howard Aiken's research into computation.  The Mark I 
was a curious mixture of punch card technology and simple 
electronics which became out-of-date almost as soon as it was 
completed. It was 51 feet long, 8 feet high, and weighed 5 tons. 
 

 
 
-- Aug 7 -- 
The first all-computer chess championship 
was held in New York (1970) and won by 
CHESS 3.0, a program written by Atkin and 
Gorlen at Northwestern University.  Six 
programs were entered to compete.  The 
tournament was sponsored by the 
Association for Computing Machinery (ACM). 
 
 
 

http://www.computerhistory.org/tdih/img/04August_1.jp
http://www.computerhistory.org/tdih/img/07August_1.jp
http://archive.computerhistory.org/projects/chess/related_materials/still-image/3-1.Score_Table.ACM_1st_NACCC.New_York.1970.102645369.NEWBORN.lg.jp
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/f4/Radio_Shack_Tandy_TRS-80_Model_I_System.JPG/1024px-Radio_Shack_Tandy_TRS-80_Model_I_System.JP
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-- Aug 10 -- 
The Opera Mini Browser (Opera Software ASA) was released for PDAs, 
smartphones, and mobile phones that would normally be incapable of running a 
Web browser (2005). 

 
-- Aug 12 --  
 
IBM introduced its first Personal Computer  
(PC & PC-DOS version 1.0) on August 12, 1981. 
 
 
 

 
-- Aug 14 --  

Dell and Sony admit that flaws in Sony-manufactured 
batteries used in certain Dell laptops could result in the 
batteries overheating, catching fire, or exploding (2006).  
Over 4.1 million batteries were recalled, the largest 
computer-related recall in history.  The recall occurred after 
several widely publicized reports of laptop fires in the 
preceding months.  Dell’s reputation has never fully 
recovered from this incident. 

 
-- Aug 15 -- 
Microsoft decided to incorporate an Internet browser 
into its upcoming Windows 95 operating system (1994).  
Programmer Benjamin Slivka sent an e-mail to his 
coworkers suggesting a World Wide Web browser as a 
feature for Windows 95.  Microsoft has subsequently 
faced legal challenges for the way it bundled Internet 
Explorer with Windows software. 
 
-- Aug 15 -- 

The original iMac G3 goes on sale (1998).  
The “Bondi Blue” iMac became well-known 
for its colorful case, which bucked the 
industry norm beige.  However, it is also 
known for being the first commercially 
successful computer to eliminate the use of 
legacy ports and the floppy drive.  Widely 
criticized at the time for not including the 
older technologies, by only featuring USB 
ports for peripheral connectivity, the iMac 
helped popularize the emerging standard, 
even on Windows PCs. 

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/6a/Ibm_px_xt_color.jpg/1024px-Ibm_px_xt_color.jp
https://electrobiz.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/opera.pn
http://images.computerhistory.org/tdih/Aug-15-windows-95.jpg?w=60
https://images.idgesg.net/images/article/2018/09/cw_evolution_of_the_macintosh_04-100771323-large.jpg
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-- Aug 16 -- 
The US Census Bureau announced the U.S. population of 62,622,250 (1890), 
determined for the first time by using an automated method, the Hollerith 
Census Machine.  The Hollerith machine sorted returns by completing an 
electrical circuit wherever a hole existed in a punch card and could process 
almost 10 times the number of census data than a human clerk.  Census 

workers used the Punch Pantograph to enter data.  Hollerith formed the Tabulating 
Machine Company in 1896.  This company merged with two others in 1924 to become the 
International Business Machines Company (IBM). 
 
-- Aug 17 --  
The National Bureau of Standards dedicated 
its Standards Western Automatic Computer 
(SWAC) at the Institute for Numerical Analysis 
in Los Angeles (1950).  Rather than testing 
components like its companion, the SEAC, the 
SWAC endeavored to compute using relatively 
off-the-shelf technology.  It used a Williams 
Tube -- a modified CRT capable of modest 
(256 words) electrostatic bit storage -- and a 
magnetic drum (4,096 words) for storage.  The 
word length was 37-bits and it could add two 
operands in 64 microseconds.  The SWAC 
performed very useful work until December 1967, including the search for Mersenne prime 
numbers, X-ray crystallography, and linear and differential equation solving. 
 

-- Aug 18 --  
Hewlett-Packard (HP) was 
incorporated in California 
(1947).  Hewlett-Packard was 
founded in a garage (left) in Palo 
Alto, California.  The facilities 
have certainly changed but HP 
remains in Palo Alto (right). 
 

 
-- Aug 21 --  

 
 
William S. Burroughs received a patent for his calculating machine 
and within a year had produced 50 machines (1888). They proved to 
be difficult to use but he soon improved on them and went on to 
become a force in the developing calculator industry. 
 
 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:HP_Headquarters_Palo_Alto.jp#/media/File:HP_Headquarters_Palo_Alto.jp
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/HP_garage_front.JP
http://www.computerhistory.org/tdih/img/16August_1.jp
http://images.computerhistory.org/tdih/aug-21-calcpatent.jpg?w=60
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-uL6wSWP6cOI/VnqILFXYfaI/AAAAAAAACDA/9NJCV4uwXn8/s1600/timeline_computers_1950.seac-swac.jpg
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-- Aug 22 --  
Following a Los Angeles symposium hosted by IBM, a group of 
representatives from seventeen groups that had ordered the IBM 704 
mainframe computer met at the RAND Corporation in Santa Monica, 
California (1955).  The outcome of the meeting was the first Computer 
User's Group, SHARE.  The name was chosen to promote the idea of 

sharing information and programs between installations.  The group grew quickly, 
eventually producing new software and documentation for their IBM computers. 
Note:  In the past, the FPCUG received a box of computer "goodies" from IBM each quarter 
under the SHARE program. 
 
-- Aug 23 --  
Pyra Labs launched a program called “Blogspot” in 1999 that would let people 
manage personal blogs (1999).  The program was bought by Google in 2003 
and changed to Blogger in 2006.  BlogSpot ushered in the age of social media 
 
-- Aug 24 --  
Windows 95 was initially released worldwide (1995). 
 
-- Aug 24 -- 

Windows XP was initially released worldwide on August 24th, 2001. 
 

 
-- Aug 25 -- 
Netscape Communications Corp. announced it had created a software company to enter 
an alliance with IBM, Oracle, and four Japanese electronics companies: Sony, Nintendo, 
Sega, and NEC (1996).  The new company, Navio Corp., would compete with Microsoft by 
creating a new operating system.  Netscape and Microsoft were locked in a bitter battle 
over Microsoft's linking of its Internet Explorer World Wide Web browser with its Windows 
operating system, taking customers away from Netscape's Navigator browser. 
 
-- Aug 26 -- 
The Recording Industry Association of America went after Pamela and 
Jeffrey Howell for copyright infringement back in 2006. They claimed Kazaa, 
a peer-to-peer file-sharing program, was used to make copyrighted files 
available for download. Jeffrey tried to cover his tracks by erasing the hard 
drive of his computer.  The judge, in this case, did not take kindly to this act of obstruction. 
 
-- Aug 27 -- 
Compaq Computer Corp. announced its Presario family of 
personal computers, intended to be user-friendly and cheap 
(1993).  For $1,399, the Presario included a monitor, modem, 
and software to access the recently popularized online world 
through Prodigy and America Online. 
 

http://img4.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20120901002003/logopedia/images/d/db/Windows_95_1995.jp
http://img1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20120218155643/logopedia/images/thumb/1/14/Windows_XP_Logo.svg/300px-Windows_XP_Logo.svg.pn
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-S_i2xrUT-ng/VAtFgpycjQI/AAAAAAAABrc/mzulT4xZg9M/s1600/compaq_486.jp
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/9/99/SHARE_logo_2015.jpg/220px-SHARE_logo_2015.jp
https://dayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/RIAA1.jp
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-- Aug 27 -- 
 
Using a Mac Portable aboard the Space Shuttle Atlantis, the first  
e-mail from space was sent to Earth (1991).  Two astronauts on the 
spacecraft, James Adamson and Shannon Lucid, wrote, “Hello Earth! 
Greetings from the STS-43 Crew.  This is the first AppleLink from 
space. Having a GREAT time, wish you were here, ...send cryo and 
RCS!  Hasta la vista, baby, ...we'll be back!”  The message was 
transmitted to the Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas. 
 
-- Aug 27 -- 

The British Computer Misuse Act went into effect (1990).  One of the 
earliest laws designed to address computer fraud, the Act resulted 
from a long debate over failed prosecutions of hackers -- in one well-
publicized case, two men hacked into a British Telecom computer 
leaving messages in the Duke of Edinburgh's private mailbox. 

 
-- Aug 27 -- 
Jeffrey Lee Parson was arrested from his home in Minneapolis 
MN.  He was suspected to be the developer of the b. variant of 
the Blaster virus.  The virus would turn infected computers into 
a unit that would give windowsupdate.microsoft.com a Denial of 
Service by simply flooding it with requests.  The Secret Service 
worked by tracing the virus to the source via the Internet.  A 
federal judge in Seattle sentenced Parson to 18 months in 
prison, three years of supervised release, and 100 hours of community service 
 
-- Aug 31 -- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aldus Corporation and Adobe Systems Inc. finalized their merger (1994).  The two 
companies hoped to combine forces in creating powerful desktop publishing software, 
building on the field Aldus founder Paul Brainerd created in 1985 with PageMaker™.  
Pagemaker™ was one of the three components of the desktop publishing revolution. 
The other two were the invention of Postscript™ by Adobe and the LaserWriter™ laser 
printer from Apple.  All three were needed to create a desktop publishing environment. 
 
 
 

http://tdrs.gsfc.nasa.gov/assets/images/TDRS/1st%20Generation/TDRS%20E/TDRS-E_Launch.jp
http://www.computerhistory.org/tdih/img/15March_1.jpg?rand=12893368
http://images.digitalmedianet.com/2004/01_jan/features/idpsfl040105/99-leadin.jp
http://images.computerhistory.org/revonline/images/102625368p-03-02.jpg?$re-large-zoom
http://images.computerhistory.org/tdih/august-29-icon.jpg?w=60
https://cpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/blog.nus.edu.sg/dist/6/1809/files/2011/09/xinsrc_0920102310943593291018.jp
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Who's Who in the FPCUG 

 
Officers 

Office Name * Email Address 

President Patrice Davis president@fpcug.org 
Vice President Bill Farr vicepresident@fpcug.org 
Secretary Frank Fota secretary@fpcug.org 
Treasurer Rick Neil treasurer@fpcug.org 

 
 

Directors and Trustees 
Office Name * Email Address 

Directors Josh Cockey directors@fpcug.org 
 Ed Alexander  
 Robert Monroe  
Trustees Jon Beckett trustees@fpcug.org 
 Ed Spooner  

 Johnny Creech 
“Agent of Record” 

 

 
 

Chairmen & Representatives 
Office Name * Email Address 

APCUG Representative Frank Fota apcug_rep@fpcug.org 
Newsletter Editor Frank Fota newsletter@fpcug.org 
Webmaster Josh Cockey webmaster@fpcug.org 
Publicity Representative Carolyn Fota  

 
 

Special Interest Workshop Leaders 
Office Name * Email Address 

Experimax Various Experimax Employee's Request Info. 
All About Your Computer Robert Monroe aboutcomputer_workshop_leader@fpcug.org 

 
 

* NOTE:  The server errors on the site that hosts our website have been repaired and the 
email links to FPCUG officers now work.  However, if you do not receive a response to an 
email message sent to one of the FPCUG officers (or group of officers) above, feel free to 
contact me at fotafm@gmail.com and I will forward the email as appropriate. 
 
 

FPCUG Facebook Page  FPCUG Meetup Page
  

http://www.fpcug.org/fb-whos.php
mailto:president@fpcug.org
mailto:vicepresident@fpcug.org
mailto:secretary@fpcug.org
mailto:treasurer@fpcug.org
mailto:directors@fpcug.org
mailto:trustees%20@fpcug.org
mailto:apcug_rep@fpcug.org
mailto:newsletter@fpcug.org
mailto:webmaster@fpcug.org
https://fpcug.org/fb-workshops_experimac.php
https://experimax.com/contact-us.php?store=fredericksburg-va
https://fpcug.org/fb-workshops_aboutcomputer.php
mailto:aboutcomputer_workshop_leader@fpcug.org
mailto:fotafm@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Fredericksburg-Personal-Computer-Users-Group-FPCUG-140901812664978/?fref=ts
https://www.meetup.com/fredericksburg-pc-users-group-fpcug/
https://www.meetup.com/fredericksburg-pc-users-group-fpcug/
https://www.facebook.com/Fredericksburg-Personal-Computer-Users-Group-FPCUG-140901812664978/?fref=ts
https://www.meetup.com/fredericksburg-pc-users-group-fpcug/

